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2018 Senior Wrestling World Championships 
Press and Fan Guide 

 
The 2018 Senior Wrestling World Championships are October 20-28 at the Papp Laszlo Arena 
in Budapest. More than 850 wrestlers from 97 nations are competing to win one of the 30 world 

titles in freestyle, Greco-Roman and women’s wrestling! 
 

Follow United World Wrestling on Social Media  
 

 
 
 
Homepage: www.unitedworldwrestling.org 
2018 World Championship Site: www.budapestwrestling2018.com 
 
Contact 
Press/Media Inquiries: Tim Foley, foley@unitedworldwrestling.org 
TV/Commercial Rights: Gordon Templeman, Gordon@unitedworldwrestling.org 
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Schedule of Events 
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What to Know Before #BudaWrestle2018 
 

Rule changes, weight category adjustments and governance  
 

● Ten weights in each of the three Olympic styles (Freestyle, Women’s Wrestling, 
Greco-Roman). Up from eight (8) weight classes at the 2017 World Championships. 
 

● New weight categories, including Olympic weights for 2020 
 

● Two-day competition format, with +2kg on the second day weigh-in (2018 only) 
 

● Scoreboards count down from 6 minutes to 0. 
 

● Cautions are 1-point 
 

● Team scoring has been updated 

 
 
More stories from the 2018 season and around the organization: 
 

● Ranking Series to help determine seeding at World Championships 
 

● Top four seeds at each weight 
 

 
 

Download Photos from the 2018 World Championships! 
 

*** CLICK HERE *** 
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World and Continental Results 
 

 

 

 

 
 

2018 Ranking Series 
 

Men’s Freestyle  
Ivan Yarygin (RUS) 
Tbilisi GP (GEO) 
Yasar Dogu (TUR)  
Medved (BLR) 

Women’s Wrestling  
Klippan Lady Open (SWE) 
Mongolia Open (MGL) 
China Open (CHN) 
Poland Open (POL)  

Greco-Roman 
Takhti Cup (IRI) 
Granma y Cerro Pelado (CUB) 
Hungarian GP (HUN) 
Vehbi Emre (TUR) 
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#BudaWrestle2018 Competition Guide  
Team Race and Weight-by-Weight Breakdown 
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Freestyle 
 

57kg 
 

61kg 
 

65kg  
 

70kg 
 

74kg 
 

79kg 
 

86kg 
 

92kg 
 

97kg  
 

125kg 

Women’s Wrestling 
 

50kg 
  

53kg  
 

55kg  
 

57kg  
 

59kg  
 

62kg  
 

65kg  
 

68kg 
 

72kg 
  

76kg 

Greco-Roman 
 

55kg 
  

60kg 
  

63kg 
  

67kg 
  

72kg 
  

77kg 
  

82kg 
  

87kg 
  

97kg 
 

130kg 
 
Please Note:  
* National federations may adjust entries up to 24 hours before the draw of their weight category. 
* Pre-World seeds in the preview are noted in parenthesis 
*Listed athletes are considered “Top Competitors” and doesn’t include all entries. 
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Freestyle: The Team Race 
 
The  2017 world champion’s team race in men’s freestyle came down to the last match of the 
tournament, featuring Russia’s Abdulrashid SADULAEV and the United States’ Kyle SNYDER 
competing for 97kg gold. That match, dubbed “Snyderlaev,” captivated the world not only 
because the two big men were defending Olympic champions, but whoever won would secure 
the team title for their nation. 
 
Snyder ultimately won the match and secure Team USA’s first freestyle team title since 1995, 
sparking a rivalry between wrestlers and nations that has continued through 2018. With both 
squads fully reloaded the team race may once again come down to the final day of competition. 
 
With all the noise surrounding the top two teams, Georgia quietly won a pair of gold medals and 
edged Turkey by one point, claiming third-place in the freestyle team race.  
 

Top Contenders 
 

United States: The defending champions with seven of ten wrestlers entered having medaled at 
the world championships, with two more ranked at their respective weights. The Americans also 
won the 2018 Freestyle World Cup in Iowa City. 
  
Russia: The world’s most dominant wrestling nation has won eight of the last ten world team 
titles in freestyle and is bringing an accomplished squad of title holders to Budapest 
 
Georgia: The reigning third-place finishers bring an experienced squad that boasts six wrestlers 
who have reached the podium at a previous world championship. They also return their pair of 
2017 world champions in Zurabi IAKOBISHVILI (65kg) and big man Geno PETRIASHVILI 
(125kg).  
 

2017 Freestyle Champions 
 

57kg - Yuki TAKAHASHI (JPN)  
61kg - Haji ALIYEV (AZE)  
65kg - Zurabi IAKOBISHVILI (GEO)  
70kg- Frank CHAMIZO (ITA) 
74kg - Jordan BURROUGHS (USA)  
86kg - Hassan YAZDANICHARATI (IRI)  
97kg -  Kyle SNYDER (USA)  
125kg - Geno PETRIASHVILI (GEO)  

2017 Freestyle Team Scores 
 

GOLD – United States (54 points)  
SILVER – Russia  (53 points) 
BRONZE – Georgia (40 points) 
Fourth – Turkey  (39 points) 
Fifth - Azerbaijan (32 points) 
Sixth – Japan (28 points) 
Seventh - Cuba (23 points) 
Eighth - Kazakhstan (18 points) 
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-- Freestyle, 57kg -- 
 

(1) Zaur UGUEV (RUS)  
(2) Thomas GILMAN (USA) 
(3) Armen ARAKELIAN (UKR)  
(4) Uladzislau ANDREYEU (BLR) 
Yuki TAKAHASHI (JPN) 
Bekhbayar ERDENEBAT (MGL) 
Suleyman ATLI (TUR) 
Reineri ANDREU ORTEGA (CUB) 
Giorgi EDISHERASHVILI (AZE) 
Kumsong KANG (PRK) 
Mikyay Salim NAIM (BUL) 

2018 European Silver  
2017 World Silver  
Yasar Dogu, 5th; European, 7th 
2018 European bronze  
2017 World Champion 
2x World Bronze (2017, 2015) 
2017 U23 World bronze  
2017 U23 World Champion  
2018 European Champion  
2018 Asian Champion, 2018 Asian Games Silver  
U23 World silver  

 
  
With some of the quickest wrestlers in the world, the 57kg weight class is also one of the most 
entertaining and competitive. Leading the pack of spry lightweights are defending world 
champion Yuki TAKAHASHI (JPN) and world silver medalist Thomas GILMAN (USA). 
  
Takahashi, United World Wrestling’s 2017 Breakout Wrestler of the Year, bested Gilman, 6-2 
but had a difficult semifinal match at last year’s world championships against two-time world 
bronze medalist Bekhbayar ERDENEBAT (MGL). Though he was in-and-out of action 
throughout the year, Takahashi found another win over Gilman (5-2) at the 2018 World Cup. 
  
Kumsong KANG (PRK) has been making waves in 2018 winning the Asian championships and 
beating Takahashi 9-2 at the Asian Games. Though Kang dropped his Asian Games gold medal 
match to Erdenebat 8-2, he’ll be a strong candidate to medal in Budapest.  
 

 
Yuki TAKAHASHI (JPN)  
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-- Freestyle, 61kg -- 
 

(1) Abbos RAKHMONOV (UZB)  
(2) Gadzhimurad RASHIDOV (RUS) 
(3) Beka LOMTADZE (GEO) 
(4) Joe COLON (USA)  
Yowlys BONNE RODRIGUEZ (CUB) 
Kuat AMIRTAYEV (KAZ) 
Adama DIATTA (SEN) 
Vladimir DUBOV (BUL) 
Kazuya KOYANAGI (JPN) 

2018 Asian Bronze  
2017 World Silver, 2018 European Gold  
2016 World Silver, 2018 European Silver 
2018 Pan-American Champion 
2017 World Bronze  
U23 World Silver 
8x African Champion 
2x World medalist  
2018 Asian C’Ships Silver  

 
Gadzhimurad RASHIDOV (RUS) and Yowlys “Half Man, Half Amazing” BONNE 
RODRIGUEZ (CUB) are the returning medalists entered at 61kg.  
  
Since Rashidov’s loss in the 61kg finals to Azerbaijan’s Haji ALIYEV (AZE), he’s yet to drop 
another match. Russia’s two-time world team representative is undefeated in 2018 and has won 
gold medals at the European Championships, the Ivan Yarygin Grand Prix, Dan Kolov - Nikola 
Petrov Tournament and the Poland Open.  
  
After sitting out of Russian Nationals, his most significant win of the season came in the Poland 
Open semifinals when he upended Russian National champion Magomedrasul Idrisov (RUS), 
2-1 to lock in his spot on Russia’s World Championships team. 
  
Cuba’s Bonne Rodriguez, last year’s 2017 world bronze medalist, is also a 61kg title threat. 
Bonne will wrestle in his fourth World Championships. In his three previous appearances, he’s 
only missed the podium once, winning a pair of bronze medals in 2014 and 2017.  
 
Two other potential threats are Asian runner-up Kazuya KOYANAGI (JPN) and European silver 
medalist Beka LOMTADZE (GEO).  
 
Another thing to note at this weight class, with a little over a week to go until the start of the 
World Championships, Nahshon GARRETT (USA) was forced to withdraw due to a right 
pectoral tear.  His replaced will be 2018 Pan-American Champion Joe COLON (USA).  
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-- Freestyle, 65kg -- 
 

(1) Selahattin KILICSALLAYAN (TUR) 
(3) Bajrang PUNIA (IND) 
(4) Haji ALIYEV (AZE) 
Akhmed CHAKAEV (RUS) 
Magomedmurad GADZHIEV (POL) 
Vladimer KHINCHEGASHVILI (GEO)  
Alejandro VALDES TOBIER (CUB) 
Takuto OTOGURO (JPN) 
Vasyl SHUPTAR (UKR) 

2018 Euro Bronze, 2018 Ivan Yarygin Bronze  
Asian Games Champion, Yasar Dogu Champion 
3x World Champion 
2016 World Bronze, 2018 Yarygin Silver 
2017 World Silver, 2017 European Silver 
2016 Olympic Champion, 2015 World Champion  
2017 World Bronze  
2015 Cadet World Champion 
2018 Medved Prizes, Gold 

 
Vladimer KHINCHEGASHVILI (GEO) and Haji ALIYEV (AZE) highlight the 65kg weight 
category, which has become one of the deepest and most anticipated of the world championships.  
 
Khinchegashvili will look to climb back to the top of the podium after failing to earn his 
third-straight world title in 2017. The Georgian grappler has previously won the 2015 world 
championships in Las Vegas and the 2016 Olympic Games, both at 57kg. Last year he fell short, 
taking bronze at 61kg.  
 
Aliyev, Azerbaijan’s first-ever three-time world champion is also up 4kg from his 2017 world 
championship weight. The Azeri has suffered uncharacteristic losses early in the season, but 
recently found wins at his new weight and brings the third seed into Budapest.  
  
Magomedmurad GADZHIEV (POL) wrapped up the 2017 championships with a silver medal, 
On his way to the International Ukrainian Tournament 65kg title, 2017 world runner-up 
Gadzhiev knocked off Khinchegashvili, 3-2, and Aliev, 5-2. 
  
The Pan American region is bringing 2016 world champion Logan STIEBER (USA) and Cuba’s 
Central American and Caribbean Games gold medalist Alejandro Valdes Tobier -- who earned a 
bronze medal in Paris. 
  
Akhmed CHAKAEV (RUS), the 2016 world bronze medalist and 2017 European runner-up won 
his 2018 world team spot over Illyas BEKBULATOV (RUS) after Bekbulatov failed to make 
weight at the Poland Open.  
 
Another wrestler to watch is India’s rising star, Bajrang PUNIA. Punia, the second-seed at this 
weight, hasn’t lost since February and boasts a resume that includes gold medals at the Asian 
Games, Yasar Dogu and Commonwealth Games. 
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-- Freestyle, 70kg -- 
 

(1) Andriy KVYATKOVSKY (UKR) 
(3) Zurabi IAKOBISHVILI (GEO) 
James GREEN (USA) 
Magomedrasul GAZIMAGOMEDOV (RUS) 
Ikhtiyor NAVRUZOV (UZB) 
Franklin MAREN CASTILLO (CUB) 
Devid SAFARYAN (ARM) 

2018 Yarygin and Medved Bronze  
2017 World Champion (65kg) 
2017 World Silver, 2015 World Bronze 
2018 Yarygin Silver, 2015 World Champion 
2018 Asian Champion, 2016 Olympic Bronze 
2x Pan-American Champion 
2013 World Champion, Two-time Olympian 

 
Reigning 65kg world champion Zurabi IAKOBISHVILI (GEO) and world finalist James 
GREEN (USA) are each registered at 70kg. 
 
In 2017, Iakobishvili made the most of his first trip to the world championships running through 
the 65kg bracket before sealing up gold against Poland’s Magomedmurad GADZHIEZ,  3-1.  

James Green, a two-time world silver medalist, improved on his 2015 world bronze making it to 
the finals last year before losing to Italy’s Frank CHAMIZO (ITA) 

Magomedrasul GAZIMAGOMEDOV (RUS) makes his first return to the world championship 
since winning the 2015 world title. In that 2015 finalist bout, Gazimagomedov beat Hassan 
YAZDANICHARATI (IRI), who later went on to become a two-time world and Olympic 
champion. Gazimagomedov won the Russian Nationals to secure his spot, after earlier taking 
silver at the Yarygin. 
  
Ikhtiyor NAVRUZOV (UZB) took gold at this year’s Asian Championship and will make his 
seventh trip to the world championships with hopes of getting back to the finals. He lost in the 
2015 finals to now two-time world champion Chamizo. 

 
Zurabi IAKOBISHVILI (GEO) 
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-- Freestyle, 74kg --  
 

(1) Frank CHAMIZO (ITA) 
(2) Bekzod ABDURAKHMONOV (UZB) 
Jordan BURROUGHS (USA) 
Soner DEMIRTAS (TUR) 
Yuhi FUJINAMI (JPN) 
Mandakhnaran GANZORIG (MGL) 
Franklin GOMEZ MATOS (PUR) 
Zaurbek SIDAKOV (RUS) 

2x World Champion, 2016 Olympic Bronze  
2018 Asian Games Gold, 2017 Asian Champ 
4x World Champion, 2012 Olympic Champion 
2016 Olympic Bronze, 2017 World bronze 
2018 World Bronze  
2013 and 2014 World Bronze 
2011 World Silver 
U23 European Champion 

 
A massive storyline to follow will be at 74kg five-time world and Olympic champion Jordan 
BURROUGHS (USA) potentially facing two-time world champion Frank Chamizo for the third 
time this year.  
  
The pair has split their two matches. Burroughs won their first match at May’s Beat the Streets in 
New York City. The Olympic champion found himself in a four-point hole but outscored 
Chamizo 6-1 in the final four minutes of the bout to win the match, 6-5. 
  
Most recently, Chamizo evened the series, avenging that Beat the Streets loss at the third 
Ranking Series event of the year, the Yasar Dogu. In that match, Chamizo outlasted Burroughs 
in a 20 points shootout, winning the gold-medal bout, 10-10 on criteria.  
  
A third contender that could break up a third Burroughs and Chamizo matchup is Soner 
DEMIRTAS (TUR). Demirtas is one of the few wrestlers this year that have been able to solve 
Chamizo’s defensive puzzle. The pair met in the semifinals of the European Championships, and 
Demirtas scored a last-second step out to win 4-3. The Turkish wrestler eventually went on to 
reach the top of the podium as Chamizo claimed bronze. 

 
Frank CHAMIZO (ITA) 
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--Freestyle, 79kg -- 
 

(1) Akhmed GADZHIMAGOMEDOV (RUS) 
(2) Jabrayil HASANOV (AZE) 
(3) Rashid KURBANOV (UZB) 
(4) Kyle DAKE (USA)  
Grigor GRIGORYAN (ARM) 
Martin OBST (GER)  
Ali SHABANAU (BLR) 
Sonsuke TAKATANI (JPN)  

2018 European Champ, Yarygin Gold 
2016 Olympic Bronze, 2018 Euro Bronze 
2018 Asian Silver, 2013 World Bronze  
Yasar Dogu Gold, Yarygin Silver  
2017 European Bronze  
European Silver 
3x World Bronze (2013, 2014 and 2017) 
2014 World Silver  

 
Akhmed GADZHIMAGOMEDOV (RUS) comes into Budapest as the heavy favorite to walk 
away with the gold. Contesting him for gold will be Kyle DAKE (USA) and Jabrayil 
HASANOV (AZE). 
  
Despite big-name id’s and international experience, Hasanov, a two-time Olympian and Rio 
bronze medalist, is oddly the only wrestler with world championship experience. He’s 
represented Azerbaijan five times prior to Budapest taking bronze twice. Meanwhile, Dake and 
Gadzhimagomedov will be representing their countries at the world championships for the first 
time.  
  
Gadzhimagomedov has already beat Hasanov and Dake this year, beating Dake 8-2 in January’s 
Ivan Yarygin finals and Hasanov, 6-4 in the European semifinals. Dake beat Hasanov at the 
Freestyle World Cup on April, 5-3. 
 
If the seeds hold, Gadzhimagomedov will meet Dake in 79kg semifinals, with the winner 
potentially facing Hasanov in the finals. 

 
(1) Akhmed GADZHIMAGOMEDOV (RUS)  
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-- Freestyle, 86kg --  
 

(1) Fatih ERDIN (TUR) 
(2) David TAYLOR (USA) 
(3) Sandro AMINASHVILI (GEO) 
Hassan YAZDANICHARATI (IRI) 
Dauren KURUGLIEV (RUS)  
Uitumen ORGODOL (MGL) 
Yurieski TORREBLANCA (CUB)  

2018 Yarygin Silver, Yasar Dogu Bronze  
2018 Pan-American Champ , Yarygin Champ 
2015 World Bronze 
2016 Olympic Champion, 2017 World Champion  
2017 European Champion 
2018 Asian Silver, Asian Games Bronze 
2018 Pan-American Silver  

 
Hassan “The Greatest” YAZDANICHARATI is one of the sport’s brightest stars and headlines a 
highly competitive group of entries at 86kg.  
  
The Iranian star is looking for his third straight world title and has only lost four times in his 
senior career. However, to win his fourth-straight gold medal, Yazdani will have to avenge one 
of those four losses. In the 2017 World Cup, Yazdani lost to the United States’ second-seeded 
David TAYLOR (USA) by fall.  
  
Taylor comes into his first world championships as one of the most dominant wrestlers in the 
world. The American brings an undefeated 2018 record to Budapest with gold medals from the 
Pan-American Championships, Ivan Yarygin and the Yasar Dogu -- where he tallied four falls in 
four matches. 
  
Russian Nationals winner Dauren KURUGLIEV will also be a factor at 86kg. The 2017 
European champion won his spot at Russian nationals, avenging an early season loss to 2018 
European champion Artur NAIFONOV (RUS). 
 

Yazdani’s Senior-Level Defeats  
 

David Taylor (USA) – 2017 World Cup (86kg) 
Khetik Tsabolov (RUS) – 2016 Alexander Medved Prizes (74kg) 
Ali Shabanov (BLR) – 2016 Grand Prix of Paris (74kg) 
Magomedrasul Gazimagomedov (RUS) – 2015 World Championships (70kg) 
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-- Freestyle, 92kg --  
 

(1) Mohammad  EBRAHIMIZIVLAEI (IRI) 
(2) Serdar BOKE (TUR) 
(4) Sharif SHARIFOV (AZE) 
J'Den COX (USA) 
Dato MARSAGISHVILI (GEO)  
Hayato ISHIGURO (JPN) 
Alireza KARIMI (IRI) 
Batyrbek TSAKULOV (RUS) 
Azizbek SOLIEV (UZB) 

2018 Asian Champ  
2018 European bronze  
2012 Olympic Champ, 2016 Olympic Bronze  
2016 Olympic Bronze, 2017 World Bronze  
2012 Olympic Bronze  
2018 Junior World Champion  
2015 World Bronze, 2018 Asian Games Gold 
U23 European Bronze  
2018 Asian Bronze  

 
The departure of the three-time world and Olympic champion Abdulrashid SADULAEV (RUS) 
after the European Championships leaves 92kg door wide open for the takers. But there’s no lack 
of talent at this weight class as it features Olympic medalists, J'Den COX (USA), Dato 
MARSAGISHVILI and Sharif SHARIFOV (AZE). 
  
If there were  such thing as “the most accomplished Olympic medalist,”it would be London gold 
medalist and Rio bronze medalist, Sharif Sharifov. Aside from his 2-1 loss to Sadulaev in the 
European finals, Sharifov has not faced defeat this year and won gold medals at the Medved and 
the International Ukrainian Tournament, where he beat Olympic bronze medalist, Cox in the 
finals.  
  
Meanwhile, Marsahishvili, the London bronze medalist shutout Cox, 5-0 in their third round 
match-up at the World Cup in early April.  
 
If he competes, Asian champion Mohammad EBRAHIMIZIVLAEI (IRI) will be the top seed at 
92kg, though right now Asian Games gold medalist Alireza KARIMI (IRI) seems to be given the 
nod.  
 
Looming over the crowd of talented competitors is Batyrbek TSAKULOV (RUS) who took 
bronze at the U23 European Championships, but has the firepower to take home his first world 
gold. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zItBYZVNysc
https://youtu.be/u82XQW-xTko
https://youtu.be/ngL3SIhpRes
https://youtu.be/-aUsDmUTP-U
https://youtu.be/-aUsDmUTP-U
https://youtu.be/q5udENJ1bz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=99aRTxmaw60
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5H5cCk_kP_o&index=13&list=PLWfeskasuOjBVHCLW04b06WnJHbqigKG1
https://youtu.be/ngL3SIhpRes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1DVYOFy4Uc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1DVYOFy4Uc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQpPaAVeGdA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5H5cCk_kP_o&index=13&list=PLWfeskasuOjBVHCLW04b06WnJHbqigKG1


 

-- Freestyle, 97kg --  
 

(1) Murazi MCHEDLIDZE (UKR) 
(2) Aliaksandr HUSHTYN (BLR) 
(4) Elizbar ODIKADZE (TUR) 
Kyle SNYDER (USA)  
Abdulrashid SADULAEV (RUS) 
Aslanbek ALBOROV (AZE) 
Magomed IBRAGIMOV (UZB) 
Mojtaba GOLEIJ (IRI)  

2018 Medved Bronze, 2017 U23 World Bronze 
2018 European Silver, Medved Gold  
2017 and 2018 European Bronze 
2x World Champion, 2016 Olympic Gold  
2x World Champion, 2016 Olympic Gold  
2017 World Bronze  
2018 Asian Champ, 2016 Olympic bronze 
2018 Asian Silver, Yasar Dogu Silver 

 
The biggest freestyle storyline coming into Budapest is the potential 97kg blockbuster rematch 
between the three-time world and Olympic champion’s Abdulrashid Sadulaev and Kyle 
SNYDER (USA).  
  
For the United States to win the team title in 2017, Snyder had to beat Sadulaev in the 97kg 
gold-medal bout. He did so by overcoming a two-point deficit with 60 seconds left to win, 6-5. 
The win gave the Americans (54 points) a one-point victory over the Russians (53 points) in the 
team race. 
  
Despite wrestling most of the 2018 season at 92kg, Sadulaev moved up to 97kg to win the 2018 
Russian Nationals. He has won the Dan Kolov - Nikola Petrov, the Ivan Yarygin Grand Prix and 
the European Championships each at 92kg. 
  
Despite their momentum, Sadulaev and Snyder are not the only two vying for the 97kg title. 
Another potential favorite is Azerbaijan’s Aslanbek ALBOROV (AZE). Earlier this season, 
Alborov captured the Yasar Dogu title, picking up back-to-back wins over Olympic 
championships Sharifov and Snyder along the way.  
 
Albarov also beat Snyder at the 2017 Freestyle World Cup, 5-4, but Snyder returned the favor in 
the semifinals of the 2018 world championships with a 9-2 decision victory. 
  
In addition to those wins over Olympic gold medalist, Alborov also scored a 4-4 win over Rio 
bronze medalist, J’den Cox in the 92kg championship bout of the World Cup. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mShmwtM42Ew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGceVMkzemc
https://www.si.com/olympics/2016/08/21/abdulrashid-sadulaev-gold-rio-wrestling-russian-tank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGceVMkzemc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bHWYwl4hAjM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70598WD5DoQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzo57JBA8Ck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFkfNyO5llw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGceVMkzemc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_34zFqcLno
https://youtu.be/-aUsDmUTP-U
https://youtu.be/A3sNrosuDWU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGceVMkzemc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tE6a_i5q68o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mQxFgUhKW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U54geSRWEwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RV1CqUBZdE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RV1CqUBZdE4


 

-- Freestyle, 125kg --  
 

(1) Nicholas GWIAZDOWSKI (USA) 
(3) Oleksandr KHOTSIANIVSKYI (UKR) 
(4) Geno PETRIASHVILI (GEO) 
Taha AKGUL (TUR) 
Oleksandr KHOTSIANIVSKYI (UKR) 
Jamaladdin MAGOMEDOV (AZE) 
Ibrahim SAIDAU (BLR)  

2017 World Bronze, 2018 Pan Am Champ 
2018 Yasar Dogu Champion  
2017 World champion, 2016 Olympic Bronze 
4x World Champ and 2016 Olympic Champion  
2018 Yasar Dogu Champion 
2018 European Bronze  
2016 Olympic Bronze 

 
Some called last year’s 18 point shootout between Geno PETRIASHVILI (GEO) and Taha 
AKGUL (TUR) the most exciting heavyweight matchup of all time.  
  
It’s safe to say that they’re the favorites to make the 125kg finals again since the pair has 
accounted for every world or Olympic gold medal since 2014.  
 
Akgul is the three-time world and Olympic champion, while Petriashvili comes into Budapest as 
the reigning world champion. Most recently, these two met in the in the European finals where 
Akgul avenged his world finals lost, grabbing the European gold medal, 2-1. 
  
Two threats that could knock off Akgul or Petriashvili are Nicholas GWIAZDOWSKI (USA) 
and Oleksandr KHOTSIANIVSKYI (UKR).  
  
In his first world championships appearance, Gwiazdowski took home the bronze medal. 
Meanwhile, Khotsianivski beat reigning world champion Petriashvili, 6-0 in the finals of the 
Ukrainian Memorial this year, while also capturing the gold at Yasar Dogu.  
  

 
Geno PETRIASHVILI (GEO) and Taha AKGUL (TUR)  
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https://youtu.be/-TjAxlWTvac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WZXeSUL5dg
https://youtu.be/86uovICqfXE
https://youtu.be/7Hu0QFO-HFk
https://youtu.be/wYHazE-b0sU
https://youtu.be/wYHazE-b0sU
https://youtu.be/34hD1LAXh6Q
https://youtu.be/wYHazE-b0sU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Hu0QFO-HFk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuTXH-jO2Gg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WZXeSUL5dg


 

Women’s Wrestling: The Team Race 
 
Japan won the 2017 team title with four champions and six overall medals. They return three 
champions in 2018, with world and Olympic gold medalist, Sara DOSHO (JPN) sitting out due 
to injury.  The Japanese have shown some weakness in 2018, failing to win a single gold medal 
at the Asian Games in Indonesia and looking lackluster at certain weights throughout the year.  
 
However, the sheer number of medalists the Japanese can - and likely will - produce is tough for 
any nation to overcome. If a nation is poised for the upset, it might be Belarus who will be 
wrestling close to home and has been competing well all season.  
 
Another upset-minded nation could be fellow 2017 second-place team title holder United States 
will being a roster of established superstars and unproven, but highly touted, newcomers that 
head coach Terry Steiner believes will make the medal stand in Budapest. 
 
The Canadians, Russians, Swedes, and Mongolians bring veteran teams who under the right 
conditions would make their way onto the team medal stand. 

Top Contenders 
 

Japan: The most dominant wrestling nation in women’s wrestling, Team Japan has won 12 of 
the last 15 team titles in women’s wrestling. The island nation nabbed 4 of 8 individual titles in 
2017 and are favored in nearly half the weight categories in 2018. 
  
Belarus: One of the sport’s fastest rising programs the Belarusians are lead by Vanesa 
KALADZINSKAYA and Vasilisa MARZALIUK (BLR) who are well-known for gritty 
last-second victories. 
 
United States: New faces and established leadership gives Team USA a chance for another team 
medal. World champions Helen MAROULIS and Adeline GRAY anchor a team with a mixture 
of deep experience and fresh faces. 
 

2017 Women’s Wrestling World Champions 
 
48kg: Yui SUSAKI (JPN)  
53kg: Vanesa KALADZINSKAYA (BLR)  
55kg: Haruna OKUNO (JPN) 
58kg: Helen Louise MAROULIS (USA)  
60kg: Risako KAWAI (JPN)  
63kg: PUREVDORJ Orkhon (MGL) 
69kg: Sara DOSHO (JPN)  
75kg: Yasemin ADAR (TUR)  

2017 Women’s Wrestling Team Scores 
 

GOLD: Japan (60 points) 
SILVER: Belarus (38 points) 
SILVER: United States (38 points) 
Fourth: Mongolia (25 points) 
Fifth: Turkey (24 points) 
Sixth: Canada (24 points) 
Seventh: China (20 points) 
Eighth: Romania (18 points) 
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-- Women’s Wrestling, 50kg --  
 

Yui SUSAKI (JPN) 
(1) Alina VUC (ROU) 
(2) Maria STADNYK (AZE) 
(3) Whitney CONDER (USA) 
Anzhelika VETOSHKINA (RUS) 
KIM Sonhyang (PRK) 

2017 World Champion, 2018 Junior World Champion 
2017 World silver, 2018 Euro bronze  
4x World Medalist, 2x Olympic Silver, Olympic Bronze 
Pan-American gold, Poland Open bronze 
Mongolia Open Bronze, Klippan Ladies Bronze 
2017 World bronze, Yarygin Silver, Asian Games bronze 

 
When Yui SUSAKI won the 2017 world championships many thought it a fluke since teammate 
and Olympic champion Eri TOSAKA was hurt, and future Hall of Fame wrestler Maria 
STADNYK (AZE) hadn’t competed in Paris. 
 
A year later, Susaki has cemented her place on the Japanese women’s national team, owns a win 
over Stadnyk and comes into Budapest with competitive momentum. 
 
Stadnyk is ready for the challenge. She’s a two-time Olympic silver medalist and an Olympic 
bronze medalist. She also has four world medals to her name, including a 2009 championship, 
and seven European gold medals. 
 
India’s Vinesh PHOGAT was scheduled to appear in Budapest, but a later injury forced her to 
withdraw. That leaves only Alina VUC (ROU) and KIM Sonhyang (PRK) to compete with 
Susaki and Stadnyk.  
 
Kim is especially interesting as a potential upset specialist as she has earned a trip to the podium 
in her last three international competitions, including a bronze at last year’s world championships 
where she beat Victoria ANTHONY (USA) by tech fall. 

 
Yui SUSAKI (JPN) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hV0YrHN9lVk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2GCrAggAkM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJ8u5RM_V1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oy_ymeRChDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHjoZXj04Z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j06JA5QOQIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwMoMs13i3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcL-meXCIXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJ8u5RM_V1M
https://youtu.be/EcL-meXCIXY
https://youtu.be/EcL-meXCIXY
https://youtu.be/EcL-meXCIXY


 

-- Women’s Wrestling, 53kg --  
 

(1) Sarah HILDEBRANDT (USA) 
(2) Katarzyna KRAWCZYK (POL) 
(4) Maria PREVOLARAKI (GRE) 
Stalvira ORSHUSH (RUS) 
Vanesa KALADZINSKAYA (BLR)  
Haruna OKUNO (JPN) 

2018 Pan-Am Gold, 2018 Klippan Bronze 
2018 European Bronze, 2018 Poland Open Silver 
2017 World bronze, 2018 European bronze 
2018 European Champion, 2018 Klippan gold 
2017 World Champion, 2018 European Silver 
2017 World Champion (55kg) 

 
Vanesa KALADZINSKAYA comes to Budapest as the defending world champion, but after a 
handful of losses in 2018 will be fighting hard for a spot on the podium. 
 
Stalvira ORSHUSH (RUS) pinned Kaladinskya in the finals of the European Championships this 
March while leading early in the second period, 7-0. It wasn’t a fluke, as Orshush also won the 
Klippan open in February and easily won her spot on the Russian national team this summer. 
 
As always, there’s a threat from Japan, too. Haruna OKUNO (JPN), the 2018 world champion at 
55kg, went undefeated this year at the 2018 Women’s Wrestling World Cup and won her 
position in Japan’s hotly contested Emperor's Cup.  
 
Sarah HILDEBRANDT (USA) earned the weight’s top seed after racking up points at the 
Pan-American championships (gold), Klippan (bronze), and Poland Open (fifth). She also 
wrestled a close match with Okuno at the World Cup, losing 8-6.  
 
Longtime contender Maria PREVOLARAKI (GRE) will also look to shake up the medal stand. 
She earned bronze at the 2017 world championship and added a pair of bronze medals in 2018 at 
the European championships and the Poland Open. 

 

 
Stalvira ORSHUSH (RUS  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a56CQidOI-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=STe7ttYP9Zg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2An_SPqqcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0q6uFMpJ3EM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7l13IMHnWtw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJfRcl95Kss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agQRmVzsniY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laJZYmRMQ-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dawPJQVWOmU
https://youtu.be/r94AenRXAEk


 

-- Women’s Wrestling, 55kg -- 
 

(1) Roksana ZASINA (POL) 
(2) Bediha GUEN (TUR) 
(3) Davaachimeg ERKHEMBAYAR (MGL)  
(4) Hyemin OH (KOR) 
Irina KURACHKINA (BLR) 
Sofia MATTSSON (SWE) 
Mayu MUKAIDA (JPN) 
Tetyana KIT (UKR) 

2017 World bronze, 2018 European silver 
European Bronze, Klippan silver 
Asian Bronze 
China Open bronze 
2018 European gold, 2017 World bronze 
2009 World Champ, 2016 Olympic Bronze 
2016 World gold, 2017 World silver,  
Poland Open Silver, Klippan Silver 

 
Rio Olympic bronze medalist Sofia MATTSSON (SWE) returned to action this year after an 
18-month layoff winning the Grand Prix of Spain at 55kg. Mattsson had a baby last November 
and had spent the past year with her child. 
 
Mattsson’s been a fixture on the world-level since stepping on the scene in 2007, boasting an 
impressive resume that consists of six world medals, including a 2009 world gold, four silver 
medals, and a 2010 bronze.  
 
To go from baby to gold Mattsson will need to make it past 2016 world champion and 2017 
silver medalist Mayu MUKAIDA (JPN). Mukaida was leading Kaladinskya 6-1 in the second 
period, before giving up seven unanswered points and the title. 
 
Irina KURACHKINA (BLR), Tetyana KIT (UKR) and Roksana ZASINA (POL) bring a strong 
European contingency to Budapest, with several continental and world medals between the 
bunch.  

 
Sofia MATTSSON (SWE) 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sofia_Mattsson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkYJv6dOkvo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KU0l6yclcpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TN2eUgPHD5g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhUEqbNc6kk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lipkFc3gOLw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iX-X7w9PSzc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3y3rEwkQ7T8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_7HSl5u2GI&list=PL-292yfpAFGaKQ-zSiBbmmbQhZAwtG3H2&index=3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sofia_Mattsson


 

-- Women’s Wrestling, 57kg --  
 

(2) Bilyana DUDOVA (BLR) 
(3) RONG Ningning (CHN) 
(4) Grace BULLEN (NOR) 
Helen MAROULIS (USA) 
Odunayo ADEKUOROYE (NGR) 
Pooja DHANDA (IND) 
Katsuki SAKAGAMI (JPN) 

2018 European Champion, U23 European Champion  
2018 Asian Champion, China Open Gold 
2017 European gold,  Klippan Lady Open gold 
2016 Olympic Champion, 2x World Gold 
2017 World Silver, 3x African Champion  
2018 Commonwealth Games Silver  
2018 Asian Games bronze  

 
At the 2017 World Championships, Maroulis had one of the most dominating performances in 
women’s wrestling history. On her way to her third consecutive world or Olympic gold medal, 
Maroulis outscored her opponents 52-0 while picking up five technical superiority victories.  
 
This year has been a different story, as Maroulis has experienced concussion-like symptoms and 
has only competed twice.  Beat The Streets was her first competition where she defeated 2017 
world runner-up, Odunayo ADEKUOROYE (NGR), 4-1.  
 
If she’s back and healthy, her biggest competition will be China’s RONG Ningning and 
Nigeria’s Odunayo Adekuoroye.  
 
Last year, Adekuoroye shared United World Wrestling’s “History Maker” award with Marwa 
AMRI (TUN) after becoming the first African women to make a world final.  
 
Meanwhile, China’s RONG Ningning started the year at 59kg. While there, she won the Ivan 
Yarygin Grand Prix and Asian Championships. Since then, she’s moved down to 57kg and 
continued her winning streak, taking home gold at the China and Poland Opens, while also 
taking a bronze medal at the Medved.  
 
Second seed Bilyana DUDOVA (BLR) could help her nation get on to the medal stand as well. 
The youngster won Europeans and U23 Europeans this year. 
 
Also, watch for Pooja DHANDA (IND) to make an impact. She managed wins over Maroulis 
and Adekuoroye during last year’s Indian Pro League. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fwk4DwrHkRw
https://youtu.be/G6zeIY3lEZ8
https://youtu.be/y1xNMtYAA0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_PdxIH6z0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXktgPlgAdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDY_TQ_UYfg&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/WQaD5Z0ovPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_7HSl5u2GI&list=PL-292yfpAFGaKQ-zSiBbmmbQhZAwtG3H2&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Upy6p0YxJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Upy6p0YxJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1xNMtYAA0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1xNMtYAA0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afcRKT0itcE


 

-- Women’s Wrestling, 59kg -- 
 

(2) Elif Jale YESILIRMAK (TUR) 
(3) Shoovdor BAATARJAV (MGL) 
Risako KAWAI (JPN)  
Marwa AMRI (TUN) 
PEI Xingru (CHN) 
Irina OLOGONOVA (RUS) 

2018 European Gold  
2018 Mongolia Open Gold, Asian Bronze  
2016 Olympic Champion 
2016 Olympic bronze, 2017 World Silver  
2018 Asian Gold  
2018 Euro Silver, 2014 and 2016 World 
Silver  

 
The most accomplished entry at 59kg is Japan's reigning world and Olympic champion, Risako 
KAWAI (JPN).  
 
Kawai has competed in two world champions and made the finals both times. In 2015, Kawai 
lost in the finals, but rebounded in 2017 and won her first world title following her gold medal 
performance in Rio.  
 
Though she lost in last year’s finals bout, Marwa AMRI (TUN) was named United World 
Wrestling’s “History Maker” after becoming the first African women to make a world final. This 
season, Amri has competed three times and medaled at each competition.  
 
A third title contender is Turkey’s European gold medalist, Elif Jale YESILIRMAK. In her two 
previous trips to the world championships (2014 and 2015), Yesilirmak won back-to-back 
bronze medals. 
 
Irina OLGONOVA (RUS) is a seasoned competitor, making the finals of the 2014 and 2016 
world championships. 

Competition Results Table of Contents: Weight/Team Preview Schedule 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhoaS225kuE
https://youtu.be/HLhinmG5Nd4
https://youtu.be/1UtKmcfkDIk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIoHdM2baF8&index=2&list=PL-292yfpAFGaKQ-zSiBbmmbQhZAwtG3H2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Hw7X5Iij24&list=PL-292yfpAFGaKQ-zSiBbmmbQhZAwtG3H2&index=29
https://youtu.be/eDY_TQ_UYfg
https://youtu.be/y1xNMtYAA0I
https://youtu.be/y1xNMtYAA0I


 

 
Risako KAWAI (JPN)  
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-- Women’s Wrestling, 62kg -- 
 

(1) Yulia TKATCH OSTAPCHUK (UKR) 
(2) Kayla MIRACLE (USA) 
(3) Lais NUNES DE OLIVEIRA (BRA) 
Malin Johanna MATTSSON (SWE) 
Taybe YUSEIN (BUL) 
Luisa NIEMESCH (GER) 

2014 World Champ, 3x World medalist  
2018 Klippan Lady Open Gold 
2018 Pan-American Silver 
2017 World Bronze 
2018 European Champ, 4x World medalist  
Klippan Lady Open and Poland Open Bronze  

 
Yulia TKATCH OSTAPCHUK (UKR) heads into Budapest with hopes of winning her third 
straight world medal. In 2014, she won it all, reaching the top of the 63kg world podium. After 
finishing 2015 with a bronze medal, Tkatch Ostapchuk fell one match short of winning her 
second world title, dropping her 2017 finals match against PUREVDORJ Orkhon (MGL), 6-3.  
 
This season, Tkatch Ostapchuk reached the finals of the Klippan Lady Open, China Open and 
Poland Open and won a pair of gold medals. The only defeat that she’s faced this season was at 
the Klippan Lady Open. Also of note, Tkatch Ostapchuk did not compete at the 2018 European 
Championships in Dagestan, Russia. 

 
Tkatch Ostapchuk will be one of the frontrunners at this weight as it will not feature reigning 
world champion Purevdorj Orkhon (MGL). 
 
Another frontrunner at 62kg will be Bulgaria’s European champion, Taybe YUSEIN. Yusein 
missed out on a medal at the 2017 World Championships but medaled in her previous four world 
appearance. Though she failed to win gold, Yusein reached the world finals in 2012 and 2013. In 
addition to her pair of silver medals, she also won back-to-back bronze medals in 2014 and 2015. 
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https://youtu.be/DzzllmlNHCU
https://youtu.be/TXbHFCSSnsY
https://youtu.be/ulYLQHPp6f8
https://youtu.be/LrLGWtplXkw
https://youtu.be/DzzllmlNHCU


 

-- Women’s Wrestling, 65kg -- 
 

(1) Petra OLLI (FIN) 
(2) Forrest MOLINARI (USA) 
(3) Henna JOHANSSON (SWE) 
Chuying TANG (CHN)  
Ayana GEMPEI (JPN) 

2018 European Gold, World Silver (2015) 
2018 Pan-American Gold  
2018 European Bronze  
2018 Yargin, China Open and Medved gold  
2017 U23 World Champion  

 
Continental champions Petra OLLI (FIN) and Forrest MOLINARI (USA) hold the top two seeds 
at 65kg.  
 
In addition to her European Championship top finish, Olli also won gold medals at the Klippan 
Lady Open and the International Ukrainian Tournament, while also taking second place at the 
Poland Open. 
 
Molinari, the 2018 Pan-American champion also won the Flatz Open and finished in third place 
at the Poland Open. She also made it to the bronze medal bout of the Klippan Lady Open and 
Grand Prix of Spain, but lost and took fifth-place.  
 
Though she’s not seeded, China’s Chuying TANG brings one of the most impressive 65kg 
resumes into Budapest. She began the season by winning the Ivan Yarygin and followed that up 
with gold medal performances at the China Open and Medved.  
 
Japan’s Ayana GEMPEI is also a threat to medal. Though this will be her first senior-level 
World Championship, Gempei has won back-to-back age-level world titles. In 2016, she won 
junior world gold and followed that up with a U23 world title a season ago.  

 
Petra OLLI (FIN)  
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-- Women’s Wrestling, 68kg -- 
 

(1) Alla CHERKASOVA (UKR) 
(2) Tamyra MENSAH (USA) 
Koumba LARROUQUE (FRA) 
ZHOU Feng (CHN) 
Anna FRANSSON (SWE) 
SORONZONBOLD Battsetseg (MGL) 
Rino ABE (JPN) 

2018 Poland Gold, China Open Gold  
2x Yarygin Gold  
2017 World Bronze, 4x Cadet/Junior Gold 
2018 Asian C’ships, Asian Games Gold 
2016 Olympic Bronze, 2018 European gold  
2015 World Gold  
2x Junior World Champion 

 
There are a number of 68kg entries that could leave Budapest with their first world title. Of the 
contenders, the only one that has previously reached the top of the world podium is Mongolia’s 
SORONZONBOLD Battsetseg. She did so back in 2015.  
 
Anna FRANSSON (SWE), Koumba LARROUQUE (FRA) and ZHOU Feng (CHN) are also 
among the title contenders who have not previously won a senior-level world title.  
 
Anna Fransson, the Rio bronze medalist, dropped down 68kg after winning the 72kg European 
title. The strategic move was made to better prepare herself for the Olympic weight of 68kg.  
 
Though France’s Larrouque has won world titles at nearly every age-level, she’s yet to win a 
gold medal on the senior level. In addition to her 2017 senior-level bronze medal,  Larrouque has 
a U23 world title, two junior world golds, and cadet world championship to her name. 
 
Finally, China’s Zhou Feng (CHN) has been on a mission this season, winning the Asian 
Championships and the Asian Games. She has a track record of big wins dating back to the 2014 
Asian GAmes gold.  
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-- Women’s Wrestling, 72kg -- 
 

(1) Alexandra Nicoleta ANGHEL 
(3) Tatiana MOROZOVA (RUS)  
(4) Agnieszka WIESZCZEK-KORDUS (POL)  
Justina DI STASIO (CAN)  
Buse TOSUN (TUR) 

Senior and U23 European Bronze  
Mongolia Open Gold  
2008 Olympic Bronze 
2017 World bronze  
U23 European gold  

 
Alexandra Nicoleta ANGHEL (ROU) comes into Budapest as 72kg’s No. 1 seed and is looking 
to win her first gold medal of the year. She began the season with a fifth-place finish at the 
Klippan Lady Open, but followed that up with bronze medals at three straight competitions. She 
finished in third place at the senior-level and U23 European Championships and the Poland 
Open. 
 
Two other wrestlers to highlight are Tatiana KOLESNIKOVA MOROZOVA (RUS) Agnieszka 
WIESZCZEK-KORDUS (POL)  
 
Second-seeded Russian National champion Tatiana Kolesnikova Morozova has rebounded to 
five straight tournament finals appearances after starting the season with a fifth-place finish at 
the Ivan Yarygin. She has gold medals at the Mongolia Open and Russian Nationals and has 
runner-up finishes at the Canada Cup, Klippan Lady Open and Medved. 
 
Poland's 2008 Olympic bronze medalist Agnieszka Wieszczek-Kordus is the third-seeded 
wrestler at 72kg. Though she had a difficult European Championships, finishing in eighth place, 
she does have three gold medals and a silver on the year. 
 
Also of note, Canada’s 2017 75kg world bronze medalist Justina DI STASIO (CAN) has moved 
down to 72kg to make room for Olympic champion Erica WEIBE (CAN) at 76kg. 
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-- Women’s Wrestling, 76kg -- 
 

(1) Yasemin ADAR (TUR) 
(2) Adeline GRAY (USA) 
(3) Erica WEIBE (CAN) 
(4) Vasilisa MARZALIUK (BLR) 
Aline FOCKEN (GER 
ZHOU Qian (CHN) 
Ekaterina BUKINA (RUS) 

2017 World Champion 
2012, 2014, 2015 World Champion 
2016 Olympic Champion  
2017 World Silver 
2017 World Silver  
2018 Asian Champion, Asian Games Gold  
2018 European Silver, Olympic bronze  

 
This is arguably the deepest weight class in the entire tournament, as it features the reigning 
world champion, the 2016 Olympic gold medalist, a three-time world champion, and two other 
finalists who are looking to improve on their 2017 world silver medals.  
 
Yasemine Adar is the reigning world champion, while Aline FOCKEN (GER) and Vasilisa 
MARZALIUK (BLR) are returning runner-ups. 
 
After missing the 2017 World Championships, three-time world champion Adeline GRAY 
(USA) and Rio Olympic champion Erica Weibe will be looking to reach the top of the Budapest 
podium.  
 
This year has seen Adar beat Weibe, Gray beat Adar, Weibe beat Focken and a number of other 
matches where the top wrestlers competed. 

 

 
Erica WIEBE (CAN)  
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Greco-Roman: The Team Race 
 
Though Russia failed to win a gold medal at the 2017 World Championships, they still managed 
to win the Greco-Roman team title - capping off their run to a team title with a silver medal and a 
pair of bronze medalist. They also used points from a pair fifth-place finishes to edge Turkey by 
one point - pushing them to the top of the Greco-Roman field.  
 
Russia’s 2017 medalists Musa EVLOEV (RUS), Stepan MARYANYAN (RUS) and Artem 
SURKOV (RUS) will make the trip to Budapest with hopes of improving on their respective 
medals from a year ago.  
 
Meanwhile, Turkey’s duo reigning world champions, Metehan BASAR (TUR) and Riza Kayaalp 
(TUR), will also return to the world championships. But instead of improving on last year’s 
performances, they’ll try to defend their world titles, while teammates Atakan YUKSEL (TUR) 
and Fatih CENGIZ (TUR) try to better their third-place finishes from Paris.  
 
Iran, who finished in third-place, return each of their three bronze medalists. Their trio 2017 third 
place finishers are Saeid ABDVALI (IRI), Mohammadali GERAEI (IRI), and Hossein NOURI 
(IRI). 
 
Russia: The defending champions will be missing two-time Olympic champion, Roman 
VLASOV, but return each of their three 2017 world medalists.  
 
Iran: On the cusp of a major breakthrough, the Iranians were only one short of winning the gold 
medal in 2017, but return all three of their Paris bronze medalists.  
 
Turkey: The second-place team from a year ago had a pair of wrestlers reach the top of the 
podium, and two other medals. All four of their 2017 medalists are registered to compete in 
Budapest.  
 

2017 Greco-Roman Champions 
 
59kg – Kenchiro FUMITA (JPN)  
66kg – Han-Soo RYU (KOR)  
71kg  - Frank STAEBLER (GER)  
75kg - Viktor NEMES (SRB)  
80kg - Maksim MANUKYAN (ARM)  
85kg - Metehan BASAR (TUR)  
98kg - Artur ALEKSANYAN (ARM)  
130kg - Riza Kayaalp (TUR)  

2017 Greco-Roman Team Scores 
 
GOLD – Russia (37 points)  
SILVER – Turkey (36 points) 
BRONZE – Iran (36 points) 
Fourth – Georgia (31 points) 
Fifth – Armenia (29 points) 
Sixth – Germany (29 points) 
Seventh – Hungary (29 points) 
Eighth – Kazakhstan (24 points) 
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-- Greco-Roman, 55kg -- 
 

(1) Ekrem OEZTUREK (TUR)  
(2) Shota TANOKURA (JPN)  
Ibrahim NURULLAYEV (AZE)  
Nugzari TSURTSUMIA (GEO) 
Abdelkarim FERGAT (AZG)  

2018 European Bronze  
2018 Asian C’Ships Gold  
2014 Junior World Champion 
2018 U23 European Gold,  European Bronze 
2018 African Champion  

 
This weight class is the only weight that does not feature last year’s world champion. Instead of 
entering 2017 world champion, Kenchiro FUMITA (JPN), Japan is going with 2018 Asian 
champion Shota TANOKURA, who competed at two previous World Championships and is also 
a former winner of the Golden Grand Prix (2013).  
 
With the absence of Fumita, and European finalists Eldaniz AZIZLI (AZE) and Helary 
MAEGISALU (EST), the two favorites at this weight are Nugzari TSURTSUMIA (GEO) and 
Ekrem OEZTUREK (TUR).  
 
Oeztuerk finished 15th at the Junior World Championships but has really come alive on the 
Senior level this season thanks to 55-kilogram’s reintroduction. The 21-year-old prevailed at two 
of United World Wrestling’s “Ranking Series” events - Iran’s Takhti Cup and his home 
country’s Vehbi Emre, along with earning a bronze at the European Championships in May.  
 
Tsurtsumia and Oezturek both finished the European Championships in third place, but also met 
in the U23 European finals where the Georgian wrestler came out on top of the 19-point 
shootout, 11-8. 
 
Russia’s entrant, Vasilii TOPOEV, is finally receiving his shot to bring home a World-level 
gold. The 29-year-old once deemed buried by the Russian Federation’s wealth of talent, has 
performed strongly this season by winning two tournaments and coming in second at the Tbilisi 
Grand Prix.  
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(1) Ekrem OEZTUREK (TUR)  

-- Greco-Roman, 60kg -- 
(2) Luis Alberto ORTA SANCHEZ (CUB)  
(3) Aidos SULTANGALI (KAZ)  
(4) Sergey EMELIN (RUS)  
Shinobu OTA (JPN)  
Murad MAMMADOV (AZE)  
Dato CHKHARTISHVILI (GEO) 
Seunghak KIM (KOR)  

2018 Pan-American Champion  
2017 U23 World Bronze  
2018 European Gold  
2016 Olympic Silver, Asian Champion 
European Silver, U23 European Bronze  
European Bronze, U23 European Bronze 
2017 World Bronze  

 
Shinobu OTA (JPN) will make his long-awaited World Championship debut after falling to 
Cuba’s Ismael BORRERO MOLINA in the Rio Olympic finals. Ota sat out of last year’s World 
Championships but has since returned, winning both the Asian Games and Asian Championships 
at this weight.  
 
Of his 17 senior-level competitions, Ota has only missed the podium at the 2014 Golden Grand 
Prix and has taken top 3 at 12 straight tournaments.  
 
Sergey EMELIN (RUS), Murad MAMMADOV (AZE) and Dato CHKHARTISHVILI (GEO), 
the top three European Championships finishers respectively are also entered at this weight.  
 
Though he’s still extremely young and green, pay attention to Turkey’s Kerem KAMAL. The 
explosive Kamal just won his second straight age-level world title in Trnava, Slovakia last 
month.  
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Shinobu OTA (JPN) 
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-- Greco-Roman, 63kg -- 
(1) Hassan MOHAMED (EGY)  
(2) Mihai Radu MIHUT (ROU)  
Stepan MARYANYAN (RUS)  
Nikolay VICHEV (BUL) 

2018 African Gold  
2018 European Champ, U23 European gold 
2017 World Bronze  
Dan Kolov - Nikola Petrov Tournament gold 

 
Senior-level and U23 European champion Mihai MIHUT (ROU) has had one of the most 
impressive seasons in recent memory, making the finals of seven straight tournaments at 63kg. 
Of those seven finals, Mihut has won six gold medals, only dropping the finals of the Dan Kolov 
- Nikola Petrov Tournament.  
 
Mihut briefly tried his hand at 67kg, but his 63kg success did not follow. In the three 
tournaments that he competed at 67kg, he never placed higher than 8th and found himself outside 
of the top 15 in the other two competitions.  
 
Nikolay VICHEV (BUL), the Dan Kolov - Nikola Petrov Tournament champion, is also entered 
at this weight. He’s the only wrestler to defeat Mihut at 63kg this season. 
 
Last year’s world bronze medalist and two-time Russian National champion Stepan 
MARYANYAN (RUS) is up from 59kg and has won three consecutive gold medals heading into 
these World Championships. 

 

 
(2) Mihai Radu MIHUT (ROU)   
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-- Greco-Roman, 67kg -- 
 

(1) Ismael BORRERO MOLINA (CUB)  
(2) Tsuchika SHIMOYAMADA (JPN)  
Davor STEFANEK (SRB) 
Artem SURKOV (RUS) 

2016 Olympic Champ, 2015 World Champ 
2018 Asian silver  
2016 Olympic Champion 
2x World bronze  

 
It’s extremely rare for two Olympic champions to be entered at one weight class, but 67kg will 
feature Ismael BORRERO MOLINA (CUB) as well as Davor STEFANEK (SRB).  
 
Borrero, the 2015 world champion, sat out the entire 2017 season and has only competed a 
handful of times since becoming the 59kg Olympic champion. The rust and 8kg adjustment 
seemed to cause Borrero issues at the Tahkti Cup where he finished in fifth-place but has since 
gone on to win four gold medals, including the Central American Caribbean Championships and 
the Pan-American Championships. 
 
Meanwhile, Olympic champion Davor STEFANEK (SRB) will also make his return to the world 
stage after striking gold in Rio. Stefanek decided to not compete in Paris a year ago after 
returning for the 2017 European championships where he finished with a silver medal.  
 
Two-time World bronze medalist Artem SURKOV (RUS) will once again look to be in 
contention for the crown. One of Greco-Roman’s most artistic and aggressive scorers, Surkov 
has not placed lower than third at any major event dating back several years. He has also won 
three of the past four European Championships.  
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-- Greco-Roman, 72kg --  
 

(1) Balint KORPASI (HUN)  
(2) Demeu ZHADRAYEV (KAZ) 
(3) Adam KURAK (RUS)  
Mohammadali GERAEI (IRI)  
Frank STAEBLER (GER)  
Akzhol MAKHUMDOV (KZG) 

2016 World Gold, 2017 World Bronze  
2017 World Silver, 2018 Asian Silver  
2018 European gold, 2015 World Bronze  
2017 World Bronze  
2x World Champion  
2018 Asian Champion  

 
The main question surrounding this weight is how healthy will Germany’s two-time world 
champion Frank STAEBLER be in Budapest? Staebler has missed significant time this season 
after fracturing his ribs twice. In addition, two weeks prior to the start of the World 
Championships, Staebler posted a picture on his Instagram with a cast on his right wrist with the 
caption “sprained wrist.”  
 
Mohammadali GERAEI (IRI), nicknamed “The Falcon”, has wrestled at three different weight 
classes (67kg, 71kg, and 77kg) within the past 12 months. He was starting to find his stride at 
77kg, winning the Asian Games and taking second at the Asian Championships before losing his 
77kg starting spot to Pejman POSHTAM (IRI). The 2017 world bronze medalist has since 
dropped down and is entered at 72kg.  
 
Three other contenders entered at 72kg are Asian Champion, Akzhol MAKHUMDOV (KZG), 
European champion, Adam KURAK (RUS), and European bronze medalist Balint KORPASI 
(HUN). Korpasi won the inaugural non-Olympic Weight World Championships in 2016 and 
added a World bronze medal to his collection last year in Paris. Both he and Kurak should be 
considered extremely dangerous if they can survive the early rounds.  
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-- Greco-Roman, 77kg --  
 

(1) Ariel FIS BATISTA (CUB)  
Hyeonwoo KIM (KOR)  
Elvin MURSALIYEV (AZE)  
Tamas LORINCZ (HUN)  
Pascal EISELE (GER)  
Viktor NEMES (SRB)  
Aleksandr CHEKHIRKIN (RUS)  

2018 Pan-American gold  
2012 Olympic gold, 2016 Olympic bronze 
2x World Bronze  
2x World Bronze 
2017 World Bronze  
2017 World Champion 
2017 World Silver  

 
Returning world champion Viktor NEMES (SRB) and world silver medalist Aleksandr 
CHEKHIRKIN (RUS) are entered at 77kkg. Though Chekhirkin wasn't entered until four weeks 
ago until Roman VLASOV (RUS) suffered a knee injury. 
 
This would have been the second weight class that featured a pair of Olympic champions, but 
with less than a month until the first whistle, Russia’s two-time reigning Olympic champion 
Roman Vlasov withdrew himself from the tournament after suffering a right knee injury that 
required surgery.  
 
With Vlasov out, Korea’s London Olympic champion, 2013 World Champion, and Rio bronze 
medal winner KIM Hyeon-Woo is the lead favorite at 77kg. Nearing 30 years of age, Kim is still 
as viable as ever. In limited action this season, the Korean star earned gold at the Tbilisi Grand 
Prix and followed up with a third at the Asian Games.  
 
Speaking of the Asian Games, that event’s top 2 finishers, Mohammadali Geraei, and Akzhol 
Makhumdov, have both moved down to 72kg. With the absence of Vlasov and Geraei, it could 
mean that Elvin MURSALIYEV (AZE) could emerge as a contender worthy of keeping tabs on. 
Mursaliyev downed Vlasov in Paris last year before eventually sealing up bronze. This season, 
he has competed at 77 and 82 with bronze medals at the European Championships and Turkey’s 
Vehbi Emre tournament, respectively.  

 
Aleksandr CHEKHIRKIN (RUS) 
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-- Greco-Roman, 82kg --  
 

(1) Daniel ALEKSANDROV (BUL)  
(2) Viktar SASUNOUSKI (BLR)  
Maksim MANUKYAN (ARM)  
Peter BACSI (HUN)  
Saeid ABDVALI (IRI)  
Eltun VAZIRZADE (AZE) 
Lasha GOBADZE (GEO)  
Maxat YEREZHEPOV (KAZ)  

2018 European bronze 
2018 European silver, 2015 World silver  
2017 World gold, 2018 European gold  
2014 World gold  
2016 Olympic Bronze, 2017 World Bronze  
3x U23 European bronze  
2015 World Bronze, 2017 U23 World Silver 
2017 Asian Gold, 2018 Asian Bronze  

Peter BACSI (HUN) and Maksim MANUKYAN (ARM) are the two previous world champions 
that are entered at 82kg.  
 
Manukyan, this year’s European champion is one of two Armenian wrestlers who is looking to 
defend their Paris world titles. The other is none other than the four-time world and Olympic 
champion Artur ALEKSANYAN who is entered at 97kg.  
 
Bacsi, the three-time Olympian and 2014 world gold medalist will be making his seventh world 
appearance. More importantly, it is said that the 2018 World Championships in Budapest, 
Hungary could potentially be the Hungarian’s last competition. 
 
Iran’s Saeid ABDVALI (IRI) will try to reach the top of the podium for the first time since he 
won the 2011 World Championships in Istanbul, Turkey. Since then, he’s taken bronze twice on 
the world level. In 2016, he took third at the Olympic Games and followed that up last year in 
Paris with another bronze medal. 
 
Viktar SASUNOUSKI (BLR) and Daniel ALEKSANDROV (BUL) are registered at this weight. 
The pair placed second and third respectively at this year’s European Championships. 
 
Meanwhile, there’s a change of guard for Azerbaijan at this weight, as they have elected to enter 
their rising star, Eltun VAZIRZADE over 2018 European bronze medalist and six-time world 
team representative, Rafik HUSEYNOV.  
 
Vazirzade had taken third place at each of the last three U23 European championships.  
 
Another talented youngster to keep an eye on at this weight is Georgia's Lasha GOBADZE. 
Gobadze finished the 2015 World Championships with a bronze medal and most recently 
finished the 2017 U23 World Championships in second place.   
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-- Greco-Roman, 87kg -- 
(1) Islam ABBASOV (AZE)  
(2) Masato SUMI (JPN) 
(3) Roberti KOBLIASHVILI (GEO) 
Metehan BASAR (TUR)  
Viktor LORINCZ (HUN)  
Zhan BELENIUK (UKR)  
Denis KUDLA (GER)  
Radzik KULIYEU (BLR)  
Bekhan OZDOEV (RUS)  

2018 U23 European gold 
2018 Asian silver  
2018 European gold, 2017 world bronze 
2017 World champion  
2014 World bronze, 2017 European gold 
2015 World gold, 2016 Olympic silver  
2016 Olympic bronze, 2017 world silver 
2017 World Silver  
2018 European Silver  

 
In addition to reigning world champion, Metehan BASAR (TUR), and 2017 world runner-up, 
Radzik KULIYEU (BLR), 87kg  will host a pair of Olympic medalists in Zhan BELENIUK 
(UKR) and Denis KUDLA (GER).  
 
Rio silver medalist Beleniuk sat out of last year’s world championships after taking third in 2014 
and winning it all in 2015.  
 
Germany’s Denis Kudla followed up his bronze medal performance in Rio with a runner-up 
finish in Paris. He’s maintained that success this season, winning the Thor Masters and Grand 
Prix of Germany, while also taking third place at the European Championships. 
 
Another 87kg contender is U23 European gold medalist, Islam ABBASOV (AZE). Abbasov was 
in the bronze medal bout at last year’s World Championships but lost to Iran's Hossein Ahmad 
NOURI, 4-0 to take fifth-place.  
 
But perhaps the man everyone could be talking about when the tournament reaches its 
conclusion is Bekhan OZDOEV (RUS). A Junior World bronze medalist in 2013, Ozdoev 
emerged from Russia’s immense depth in full this season, first by putting in a strong runner-up 
performance at the European Championships -- and then by dismantling 2016 Olympic champ 
Davit CHAKVETADZE in the finals of the Russian Nationals.  
 

 
(3) Roberti KOBLIASHVILI (GEO) 
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-- Greco-Roman, 97kg -- 
 

(1) Balazs KISS (HUN)  
(3) Luillys Jose PEREZ MORA (VEN)  
Artur ALEKSANYAN (ARM) 
Musa EVLOEV (RUS)  
Revazi NADAREISHVILI (GEO) 
Felix BALDAUF (NOR)  
Hyochul CHO (KOR)  

2009 World gold, 2018 European bronze  
Pan-American gold  
3x World gold, 2016 Olympic champion 
2017 World silver  
2017 World bronze  
2017 European Champion  
2018 Asian Games Champion  

 
One of the most decorated Greco-Roman wrestlers on the planet,  Artur “White Bear” 
ALEKSANYAN (ARM) is the reigning world champion and finds himself on a quest to bag his 
fourth world gold medal in as many tries.  
 
Aleksanyan is also the holder of the 2016 Rio Olympic gold medal, bringing his world and 
Olympic gold medal total to four. As a side note, you’d have to go back to 2013 to find the last 
time Aleksanyan failed to stand atop the podium at a world-level event.  
 
Though “The White Bear” will be the clear favorite to win the 97kg gold medal, every other 
2017 97kg world medalist is also registered. 
 
Musa EVLOEV (RUS) finished in second place, while Balazs KISS (HUN) and Revazi 
NADAREISHVILI (GEO) finished in third place.  
 
Kiss, the 2009 world gold medalist, and 2016 Olympian, also boasts a pair of world bronze 
medals to his name. His first world third-place finish was in 2013 and his second was at last 
year’s Paris world championships. 
 

 
Artur ALEKSANYAN (ARM) 
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-- Greco-Roman, 130kg -- 
 

(1) Riza KAYAALP (TUR)  
(2) Balint LAM (HUN)  
(3) Alin ALEXUC CIURARIU (ROU)  
(4) Oscar PINO HINDS (CUB)  
Mijain LOPEZ NUNEZ (CUB) 
Sergey SEMENOV (RUS)  
Oleksandr CHERNETSKYY (UKR) 
Yasmani ACOSTA FERNANDEZ (CHI)  

3x World gold, 2016 Olympic silver  
2017 European silver  
2018 European bronze  
2017 World bronze  
3x Olympic champion, 5x World gold  
2016 Olympic Bronze, U23 World Champ 
2015 World Bronze  
2017 World Bronze  

 
Though Cuba has entered Oscar PINO HINDS (CUB) at 130kg, they’ve also entered three-time 
Olympic champion Mijain LOPEZ NUNEZ (CUB).  
 
If he does make his long-awaited world return, Lopez, the five-time world champion, will be 
hunting for this first world gold medal since 2014 when he defeated reigning world champion 
and No. 1 seed Riza KAYAALP (TUR).  
 
Kayaalp, the reigning two-time world champion, has medaled at every world championship since 
2009 and heads into Budapest gunning for his fourth world gold medal. In March, he reached the 
top of the European podium for the eighth time.  
 
Aside from Kayaalp and Lopez, Sergey SEMENOV (RUS) is the third Olympic medalist entered 
at this weight. The 2017 U23 World champion won his third Russian National title this season 
and claimed Russia’s 130kg spot over 2018 European runner-up, Vitali SHCHUR (RUS). 
 
Last year, Yasmani ACOSTA FERNANDEZ took bronze at the 2017 World Championships and 
became Chile’s first-ever wrestling medalist at the senior-level in any style.  Thanks to his 
historic finish, Acosta Fernandez was awarded United World Wrestling’s History Maker.  
He’ll once again be throwing his hat into the ring in 2018, as he attempts to become Chile’s 
first-ever world champion. 
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